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SAMPLE RESEARCH REPORT - POLISH MILITARY SERVICE RESEARCH

A cavalry conscript from Grodzisko Dolne

Szymon Czerwonka (born 1915), pre-war conscription records

Sample report. This example is based on genuine archival records. The client, the research question and the layout are
illustrative, and some sections are shortened. Scans are reproduced from public archive portals for demonstration only.

WHERE WE STARTED

¢ Aname, Szymon Czerwonka, and the village of Grodzisko near Lezajsk.
e Born “during the First World War’, with no date and only a guess at his father’s name.
¢ Aremembered remark that he was “meant to serve with the horses”.

Missing: any proof that he was called up, his parents, and where the rest of the family fits.

RESEARCH QUESTION

Did our grandfather’s uncle serve in the Polish Army before the Second World War, and
what do the records say about him?

WHAT WE FOUND

Full name Szymon (Simon Thaddeus) Czerwonka

Born 28 October 1915, Grodzisko Dolne, tancut district

Parents Wojciech Czerwonka and Zofia née Markocka

Conscription Commission at Lezajsk, 14 May 1936: category A, fit for active service, assigned to
the cavalry

Key sources State Archive in Rzeszow: kancut District Office (Starostwo Powiatowe w kancucie)

and Grodzisko Dolne parish registers

Summary of findings

Found his individual conscription card from the 1936 draft of the kancut district.

The medical commission at Lezajsk found him fit for active military service (category A) and assigned him
to the cavalry.

The card gives his parents, place of birth, mother tongue, religion, education and physical description.

His baptism entry in the 1915 register of Grodzisko Dolne confirms the date of birth and names his
grandparents.

Indexes show at least six children of Wojciech and Zofia, which opens the way to the wider family.
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Timeline

® 1904-1913 Five older siblings born in Grodzisko Dolne to Wojciech Czerwonka and Zofia Markocka.
® 280ct1915 Szymon born at house no. 342, Grodzisko Dolne; baptised on 31 October.

® 14May1936 Appears before the conscription commission in Lezajsk: category A, fit for active service.
® 1936 Assigned to the cavalry, the next step being call-up with his year group.

In 1915 Grodzisko Dolne lay in Austrian Galicia, so the parish kept its registers in Latin. By 1936 it was in the kancut

district of the Lwow province of independent Poland, where every man of draft age was examined by a district

commission.




Sources consulted

Source

Conscription records of the
kancut district

Baptism register of Grodzisko
Dolne

Geneteka index (Polish
Genealogical Society)

Geneteka marriage index

The conscription card

Reference

State Archive in Rzeszow, kancut District Office
(Starostwo Powiatowe w tancucie), 1930-1938

State Archive in Rzeszow, parish registers of Grodzisko
Dolne, 1891-1917

Births of children of Wojciech Czerwonka and Zofia
Markocka

Czerwonka x Markocka, Grodzisko Dolne

Result

Found - individual card
no. 120

Found - 1915, entry 63

Found - six births,
1904-1915

Lead - 1875 marriage
to be tested

Every man of draft age appeared before a conscription commission. The individual card (form no. 16)
records the commission’s decision together with family and personal details, and it survives in the
district records even when later military files were lost.
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Individual conscription card, tancut district, 1936. State Archive in Rzeszow, kancut District Office (Starostwo Powiatowe w

kancucie).



TRANSCRIPTION (EXTRACT, POLISH)

1915 dn. 28 X - Nr listy poborowej 120

Czerwonka Szymon - Imig ojca: Wojciech - Matka: Zofia
Markocka

Miejsce urodzenia i zamieszkania: Grodzisko Dolne,
pow. kancut, woj. Iwowskie

Wzrost 165 cm - waga 51kg - Kategoria A

Orzeczenie komisji poborowej: zdolny do czynnej
stuzby wojskowej, Lezajsk 14V 1936

Przeznaczenie: kawalerja

Confirming the birth

TRANSLATION (ENGLISH)

Born 28 October 1915 - conscription list no. 120
Czerwonka, Szymon - father: Wojciech - mother: Zofia
née Markocka

Place of birth and residence: Grodzisko Dolne, kancut
district, Lwow province

Height 165 cm - weight 51kg - category A

Decision of the commission: fit for active military
service, Lezajsk, 14 May 1936

Assignment: cavalry

The Geneteka index lists his birth under a different entry number, so the original register was checked.
The 1915 baptism register of Grodzisko Dolne records him as entry 63: born on 28 October and baptised
on 31 0ctober 1915, the son of Adalbertus (Wojciech) Czerwonka and Sophia (Zofia) Markocka. The Latin
entry also names his paternal grandparents, Andreas and Barbara nee Wos.
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Liber baptisatorum, Grodzisko Dolne, 1915, entry 63. State Archive in Rzeszow, parish registers of Grodzisko Dolne.

The wider family

The birth index for the same parents lists Aniela (1304), Michat (1306), Franciszek (1308), Barbara
(1911), Julianna (1913) and Szymon (1915). Each of the brothers would also have appeared before a
conscription commission, so their cards may survive in the same series.

Analysis

Two independent sources, one military and one ecclesiastical, agree on his date and place of birth and
on his parents’ names. This makes the identification secure.

The conscription card records a decision in 1936, not proof of service. Assignment to the cavalry means
he was expected to join a cavalry unit in the next intake. The unit itself, and whether he servedin
September 1939, have to be established from other records.

Recommended next steps

® Search the Central Military Archives for the 1936-37 cavalry intake and 1939 mobilisation records.
* |ook for the conscription cards of his brothers Michat and Franciszek in the same district series.

* Testthe 1875 Czerwonka marriage as a link to the previous generation, and trace Szymon’s own
marriage and death.

The Polish Genealogist - polishgenealogist.co.uk - Sample report prepared to show the structure and standard of our written reports.



