
The Polish Genealogist P O L I S H  F A M I LY H I S T O R Y &  A R C H I VA L R E S E A R C H

S A M P L E  R E S E A R C H  R E P O R T  ·  P O L I S H  M I L I T A R Y  S E R V I C E  R E S E A R C H

A conscript’s file, from birth to 1939
Mieczysław Teodor Królikiewicz (1909–1939), Piotrków Trybunalski

Sample report. This example is based on genuine archival records. The client, the research question and the layout are

illustrative, and some sections are shortened. Scans are reproduced from public archive portals for demonstration only.

W H E R E  W E  S T A R T E D

A name, Mieczysław Królikiewicz, and the town of Piotrków.

Born “around 1910”. The family believed he had been a soldier who died young “in the war”.

No photographs or documents, and no date or place of death.

Missing: his date of birth, his parents, whether he ever served, and when and how he died.

R E S E A R C H  Q U E S T I O N

What do the Polish records say about Mieczysław Królikiewicz from Piotrków, and did he
really serve and die in the war?

W H AT  W E  F O U N D

Full name Mieczysław Teodor Królikiewicz

Born 28 May 1909, Piotrków (baptism register of St James’s parish, 1909, no. 691)

Parents Andrzej Królikiewicz, a civil servant, and Franciszka née Czerwińska

Conscription 1930: category C, fit only for non-combatant service in the national reserve

Died 15 April 1939, Piotrków Trybunalski, aged 29

Summary of findings
Found his entry, no. 1911, in the conscription list for men born in 1909 in Piotrków.

In 1930 the commission placed him in category C because of a thyroid condition affecting his heart, so he

served only in the unarmed reserve.

The entry records his address, trade (locksmith’s apprentice), education and both parents.

His birth record, written in Russian, confirms his parents and gives the exact date of birth.

A death certificate and a letter from the recruitment command show that he died on 15 April 1939 and was

struck off the military register.



The story on a map

Old Town

1

St James’s churchSt James’s church

birth registered 1909, no. 691birth registered 1909, no. 691

2

Sacred Heart churchSacred Heart church

death certificate 1939, no. 36death certificate 1939, no. 36

3

Narutowicza StreetNarutowicza Street

home address in 1930: no. 51home address in 1930: no. 51

Today’s street plan © OpenStreetMap contributors

Central Piotrków Trybunalski on today’s street plan. House numbers on Narutowicza Street may have changed since 1930, so the

whole street is highlighted rather than a single building.

Timeline

In 1909 Piotrków was part of the Russian partition, so civil-religious records there were written in Russian. After 1918

the same families appear in Polish-language records, such as the conscription lists of the 1930s.

28 May 1909 Born in Piotrków; registered at St James’s church as no. 691.

7 Jan 1930 Examined by the conscription commission: category C, fit only for non-combatant service.

15 Apr 1939 Dies in Piotrków Trybunalski, aged 29.

22 Jun 1939 The recruitment command sends his death certificate to the district office.

19 Aug 1939 Struck off the conscription register, two weeks before the outbreak of war.



Sources consulted
Source Reference Result

Conscription list, men born in

1909

State Archive in Piotrków Trybunalski, Piotrków

District Office (Starostwo Powiatowe Piotrkowskie)

Found · entry no. 1911

Death certificate and

recruitment command letter

Filed with the conscription list, same reference Found · 1939

Birth register, St James’s parish,

Piotrków

State Archive in Piotrków Trybunalski, civil-religious

records of St James’s parish (duplicate)

No online scans · the

archive has not digitised it

yet

Skanoteka (Polish Genealogical

Society) and Geneteka

St James’s parish, births 1909 Found · entry 691

The conscription list

Conscription lists were kept for each year of birth. His entry records the commission’s decision and later

notes, including what happened to him after the draft.

Conscription list for men born in 1909, entry 1911. State Archive in Piotrków Trybunalski, Piotrków District Office (Starostwo

Powiatowe Piotrkowskie).



T R A N S C R I P T I O N  ( E X T R AC T,  P O L I S H )

Nr 1911 · Gmina Piotrków · Mieczysław Teodor

Królikiewicz

Urodzony 28 maja 1909, Piotrków · ojciec Andrzej, żyje,

urzędnik · matka Franciszka z Czerwińskich, nie żyje

Zamieszkały: Piotrków, ul. Narutowicza 51 · ślusarz-

terminator · 4 klasy gimnazjum humanist. · kawaler

Kat. „C” … zdolny do służby w pospolitym ruszeniu bez

broni

Uwagi: skreślono – zmarł dn. 15 IV 1939 w Piotrkowie

T R A N S L AT I O N  ( E N G L I S H )

No. 1911 · Piotrków commune · Mieczysław Teodor

Królikiewicz

Born 28 May 1909, Piotrków · father Andrzej, living, civil

servant · mother Franciszka née Czerwińska, deceased

Resident at 51 Narutowicza Street, Piotrków ·

locksmith’s apprentice · 4 years of grammar school ·

single

Category C … fit only for non-combatant service in the

national reserve

Remarks: struck off – died 15 April 1939 in Piotrków

His birth record

Between 1868 and 1918, civil-religious records in this part of Poland were kept in Russian. The birth was

registered at St James’s church in Piotrków. The archive’s own copy has not yet been digitised, so the

entry was traced through the Geneteka index and the Skanoteka image.

Birth record no. 691, St James’s parish, Piotrków, 1909 (Russian). Image courtesy of the Polish Genealogical Society.

Translation (extract). Piotrków, 1909. Andrzej Królikiewicz, aged forty, a civil servant living in

Piotrków, presented a male child, born in Piotrków on 15/28 May of this year at eleven in the evening

to his lawful wife Franciszka née Czerwińska, aged thirty. At baptism the child was named

Mieczysław Teodor. The godparents were Józef Olkowski and Natalia.

The end of the file

In June 1939 the recruitment command in Piotrków sent his death certificate to the district office and

confirmed that he had been removed from the register. Both documents were filed with the conscription

list.



Death certificate, parish of the Sacred Heart, Piotrków Trybunalski, 1939, no. 36.

Analysis
Three independent documents, the Russian birth record, the conscription list and the 1939 death

certificate, give the same parents and consistent dates. This confirms that they concern one person.

The medical decision explains why he does not appear in active military units. For a family expecting a

war story, the records give a different but equally important answer. He was declared unfit for armed

service and died a few months before the outbreak of war.

Recommended next steps
Search the death register of the Sacred Heart parish (1939, no. 36) for the cause and place of death.

Trace his mother Franciszka’s death before 1930 and his parents’ marriage in the Piotrków registers.

Look for population registers for 51 Narutowicza Street to identify other members of the household.
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